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In The Beginning Series
Twelve Lesson Study on the Book of Genesis

This Lesson - Genesis Chapter 25 - 28

Please read Genesis Chapter 25  Check

Chapter 25

Genesis 25 records the deaths of both Abraham and Ishmael, as well as the births of Jacob and 
Esau, and the purchase of the most expensive bowl of stew in history.

First, though, we learn about Abraham’s “other wife” Keturah. Scholars are divided about 
whether Abraham married Keturah before or a  er Sarah’s death. She is listed elsewhere in the 
Bible as a concubine. When Sarah died, at the age of 127 (Genesis 23:1), Abraham would have 
been nearly 140 (Genesis 17:17). It would seem more likely, then, that Abraham took Keturah 
as a wife well before Sarah’s death. S  ll, Abraham has six sons with Keturah, including Midian, 
who becomes the father of the Midianites. And though Abraham gave gi  s to the “sons of his 
concubines,” Genesis is quick to tell us that he gave all he had to Isaac, his sole true heir 
(Genesis 25:1–6).
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1.  (Genesis 25:1-2) Abraham took another wife named Keturah. She bore him six 
children, what were their names?
   1. _____________________  2. _____________________  3. _____________________
   4. _____________________  5. _____________________  6. _____________________

2. (Genesis 25:5) This verse makes a point to tell us that Abraham gave everything he had 
to who?  _____________________________________

3. (Genesis 25:6) Who does it say that Abraham gave gi  s to?
   _______________________________________________________________________

4. (Genesis 25:7) How old was Abraham when he died? ___________________________

5. (Genesis 25:9) Who buried Abraham? ________________________________________
   Where was he buried? _____________________________________________________

6. (Genesis 25:10) Abraham had bought this burial site for his wife Sarah. 
Who did he buy it from? _____________________________________________________

7. (Genesis 25:11) Where did Isaac dwelt/se  le/lived near a  er the death of Abraham?
 ________________________________________________________________________

8. (Genesis 25: 13-15) Ishmael, Abraham’s son from Hagar the Egyp  an, 
Sarah’s maidservent had 12 sons. What were their names?
   1. ______________________  2. ______________________  3. ____________________
   4. ______________________  5. ______________________  6. ____________________
   7. ______________________  8. ______________________  9. ____________________
  10. _____________________  11. _____________________  12. ___________________

9. (Genesis 25:17) How old was Ishmael when he died?  ___________________________

10. (Genesis 25:20) How old was Isaac when he married Rebekah? __________________

11. (Genesis 25:21) Why did Isaac plead/intreaded/pray to the Lord about Rebekah?
    _______________________________________________________________________

   Zimran    Jokshan    Medan
   Midian    Ishbak    Shuah

   Isaac

     sons of his concubines

   175 years

      Isaac and Ishmael

     in the cave of Machpelah

                                     near Beer-lahai-roi in the Negev

   Nebaioth    Kedar    Adbeel
   Mibsam    Mishma    Dumah
   Massa     Hadad     Tema
   Jetur    Naphish    Kedemah

                 137 years

   forty years old

                                        she was unable to have children
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12. (Genesis 25:22-23) Rebekah did conceive with twins, but the children struggled 
together, so she went to the Lord to see why this was happening to her.
Write out how the Lord responded to her from verse 23.
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

13. (Genesis 25:24-26) When Rebekah gave birth, she had twins, what were their names?  
_____________________________    __________________________________
Who was the  rst one that came out? __________________________________
When the second twin was born, what was he holding? ____________________________

14. (Genesis 25:27) As the twin boys grew, what did Esau become skillfull/cunning at?
   __________________________
What did Jacob mostly do? __________________________________________________

15. (Genesis 25:28) Who does it say Isaac loved? _________________________________
 Why does it say why he loved him? ____________________________________________
 Who does it say Rebekah loved? ______________________________

16. (Genesis 25:29-30) Esau came in from the  eld/wilderness/open country and was 
weary/exhausted/famished. What did he tell Jacob to do for him?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

17. (Genesis 25:31) How did  Jacob respond to Esau on what Jacob needed to do  rst?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

18. (Genesis 25:32) What did Esau say would happen if Jacob did not do what Esau 
requested?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

  “The sons in your womb will become two nations. From the very beginning, 
   the two nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other; 
   and your older son will serve your younger son.”

     Esau      Jacob
                  Esau

  his hand grasping Esau’s heel. 

      skillful hunter
    had a quiet temperament, preferring to stay at home.

   Isaac loved Esau
    he enjoyed eating the wild game

    Rebekah loved Jacob.

    “I’m starved! Give me some of that red stew!”

  “All right,” Jacob replied, “but trade me your rights as the firstborn son.”

  “Look, I’m dying of starvation!” said Esau. “What good is my birthright to me now?”
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Please read Genesis Chapter 26  Check

Chapter 26
Genesis 26 focuses on the Lord reassuring Isaac. God states that His rela  onship with 
Abraham, and its blessings, are for Isaac, as well. God appears to Isaac not once, but twice in 
this chapter. In both cases, the Lord restates and emphasizes the covenant promises He had 
made to Abraham, and is now making to Isaac.
Though Isaac lived in the land God promised to his father Abraham and his descendants, it did 
not mean that life in the land would be without trouble or challenge. As there was a famine in 
the days of Abram (Genesis 12:10), so there was a famine in Isaac’s day aswell.

Now there was a famine in the land, 
and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, 

for the famine was severe in the land. 
Genesis 12:10 NKJV

1. (Genesis 26:2) What speci  c instruc  ons did the Lord give Isaac when He appeared to 
him during the Famine?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. (Genesis 26:3) If Isaac obeyed the command that the Lord told him in Genesis 26:2, 
what did he promise him in Genesis 26:3?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. (Genesis 26:5) Why did the Lord say that He was going to give all this to Isaac’s
 descendants/o  spring, that all na  ons on earth will be blessed?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. (Genesis 26:7) Why did Isaac tell the men of the place that Rebekah was his sister?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

   “Do not go down to Egypt, but do as I tell you."

  Live here as a foreigner in this land, and I will be with you and bless you. 
  I hereby confirm that I will give all these lands to you and your descendants, 
  just as I solemnly promised Abraham, your father.

  "Because Abraham listened to me and obeyed all my requirements, 
    commands, decrees, and instructions.”

  He was afraid to say, “She is my wife.” He thought, 
   “They will kill me to get her, because she is so beautiful.”
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5. (Genesis 26:11) A  er Abimelech caught Isaac in the lie about Rebekah being his sister, 
he told Isaac, “What is this you have done to us”? One of the men might well have slept 
with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” What order did Abimelek give 
to all the people?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. (Genesis 26:16) Why did Abimelech tell Isaac to leave the land/country?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. (Genesis 26:17) Isaac was living in Gerar when Abimelech told him to leave. Where did 
he move to? ______________________________________________________________

8. (Genesis 26:19-22) Once Isaac had moved to the valley and in two di  erent loca  ons, 
they dug a well, but the herdsmen of Gerar and Isaac’s heardsmen quarreled saying. 
“The water is ours”. He moved from there and dug another well, 
and they did not quarrel over it . Why? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. (Genesis 26:23-25) When Isaac went up to Beersheba the Lord appeared to him.
What was the  rst thing the Lord said? _________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What did He tell Isaac not to do? ______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What did the Lord say He was going to do? ______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
For what reason/sake? ______________________________________________________
A  er that, what did Isaac do? ________________________________________________

   “Anyone who touches this man or his wife will be put to death!”

   “Go somewhere else,” he said, “for you have become too powerful for us.”

   Gerar Valley

   “At last the Lord has created enough space for us to prosper in this land.”

  I am the God of your father, Abraham

  Do not be afraid, for I am with you

I will bless you. I will multiply your 
                                                             descendants, and they will become a great nation.

  Because of my promise to Abraham, my servant.
   built an altar there
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10. (Genesis 26:28-29) Abimelech came to Isaac from Gerar with Ahuzzath and Phichol the 
commander of his army. In your own words why did Abimelech come to Isaac?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

11. (Genesis 26:33) How did Isaac come up with the name Beersheba for the name of the 
city? __________________________________________________________

12. (Genesis 26:34-35) How old was Esau when he took a wife? ______________________
  What was the names of the two wives Esau married and who were their fathers?
First wife: __________________________  Her father: _____________________________
Second wife: ________________________  Her father: ____________________________
How did this e  ect Issac and Rebekan? _________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Please read Genesis Chapter 27  Check

Chapter 27

By the end of Genesis 27, Isaac will have handed the family blessing down to his second-born, 
Jacob. This should seem unusual, since Esau is technically oldest and is en  tled to that
 inheritance. At the start of the chapter, though, Isaac has no inten  on of doing so. Instead, 
Isaac sets out to confer the blessing on Esau, the  rstborn of the two twins. Isaac is old and 
blind. He believes himself to be near the end of his life. The  me has come to pass the blessing 
on (Genesis 27:1–4).

When the day comes, Isaac tells Esau to go out into the  eld to hunt fresh game and to prepare 
for him a delicious meal. When Esau returns, Isaac will eat the meal and give to Esau the 
blessing. Esau agrees, which is a far cry from his earlier a   tude—an oath, given to Jacob, 
in a moment of recklessness, to sell his birthright (Genesis 25:29–34).

He dug a well and named it Shibah.

   age of forty

     Judith     daughter of Beeri
    Basemath    daughter of Elon

    But Esau’s wives made life miserable for Isaac and Rebekah.
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1. (Genesis 27:3-4) As Isaac knew he was ge   ng near to the end of his life, what did he 
request that Esau do for him?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. (Genesis 27:8-29) Rebekah had heard what Isaac had asked Esau to do before he 
blessed him. In your own words, what was the skim that she told Jacob to do in order for 
Isaac to bless Jacob instead of Esau?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. (Genesis 27:31-32) What did Esau do as soon as he returned from his hunt?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What did Isaac ask of Esau when he came to him? ________________________________
What two things did Esau call himself to his father Isaac?
  1. ___________________________    2. _________________________

4. (Genesis 27:33-34) As Isaac trimbled exceedingly/violently/uncontrollably,
  what did he ask Esau? ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
What does Isaac say he told the one that went hun  ng and brought him wild game?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
A  er Esau heard this, what does he ask his father to do to him as well?
_________________________________________________________________________

  Take your bow and a quiver full of arrows, 
   and go out into the open country to hunt some wild game for me.
   Prepare my favorite dish, and bring it here for me to eat. 
   Then I will pronounce the blessing that belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die.”

 Esau prepared a delicious meal and brought it to his father. 

  “Who are you?”

      your son     your firstborn

  Then who just served me wild game?

  I blessed him just before you came. And yes, that blessing must stand!

  Bless me, too!” he begged.
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What is the meaning of  Genesis 27:36
Though Bible scholars are not clear about the de  ni  on from the language itself, the name 
“Jacob”—Ya’aqob in Hebrew—implies a “heel grabber,” or “usurper,” or “one who cheats.” 
This was a name given to Jacob as a result of his unusual birth: holding the heel of his older 
brother (Genesis 25:25–26) a  er a conten  ous pregnancy (Genesis 25:22). Esau, in his bi  er 
disappointment about losing the blessing, describes his brother’s name as appropriate to his 
ac  ons. Jacob—”the one who cheats”—really is a liar and a cheat!

As evidence, Esau points back to the moment when Jacob purchased Esau’s birthright for a 
bowl of stew (Genesis 25:29–34). While it’s true that Jacob took advantage of Esau’s foolish 
disregard for his birthright, it seems as stretch to say that Jacob cheated Esau in that instance. 
He was manipula  ve, but Esau knew exactly what was happening. In stealing the blessing, 
however, there’s no doubt Jacob used lies to take what Isaac did not intend to give to him.

5. (Genesis 27:37) How did Isaac answer his son Esau on what he had given Jacob?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
A  er that, what does he ask Esau? ____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. (Genesis 27:38) What does Esau ask his father about blessings?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. (Genesis 27:41) A  er the day of mourning for his father, what was Esau’s plans for
Jacob? __________________________________________________________________

8. (Genesis 27:43-44) Because of Esau’s plans for his brother Jacob, what does his
mother Rebekah tell Isaac to do?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

  “I have made Jacob your master and have declared that all his brothers will be 
   his servants. I have guaranteed him an abundance of grain and wine."

  what is left for me to give you, my son?”

  “But do you have only one blessing? Oh my father, bless me, too!”

  Then I will kill my brother, Jacob.”

   Get ready and flee to my brother, Laban, in Haran. 
   Stay there with him until your brother cools off.
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Please read Genesis Chapter 28  Check

Chapter 28

Genesis 28 is the story of Jacob leaving home to begin his journey to Mesopotamia. Based on 
recent events, however, it would be more accurate to describe it as  eeing from his home. Ja-
cob’s brother Esau wants to kill him for chea  ng him out of Isaac’s blessing (Genesis 27:41). No 
men  on is made of that in this chapter, but this is the context driving Jacob’s  ight.

Isaac calls Jacob before him. Apparently, he has made some level of peace with Jacob’s decep-
 on. Since Rebekah has appealed to Isaac to send him away (Genesis 27:46), it’s possible that 

Jacob needed more convincing, not yet understanding just how angry his brother Esau really 
was. Isaac commands Jacob to go to Rebekah’s brother’s household in Paddan-aram to  nd a 
wife. Under no circumstances should Jacob marry a local Canaanite woman (Genesis 28:1–2).

Isaac also blesses Jacob again, this  me giving to Jacob the full blessing of Abraham including a 
version of God’s promises to Abraham (Genesis 28:3–5).

1. (Genesis 28:1) What charge/command did Isaac give Jacob about marriage?
   _______________________________________________________________________

2. (Genesis 28:2) What land and who’s house does Isaac send Jacob to  nd a wife?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. In Genesis 28:3-4 Isaac gives Jacob a blessing that includes the blessing that God gave 
Abraham. In your own words what all does this blessing include?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. (Genesis 28:9) Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac, 
  so  Esau went to one of Abraham’s son and married his daughter. 
Who was Esau’s new father-in-law? ______________________________
What was Esau’s new wife’s name? ______________________________

 Go at once to Paddan-aram, to the house of your grandfather Bethuel, 
   and marry one of your uncle Laban’s daughters.

    Ishmael
    Mahalath

  “You must not marry any of these Canaanite women."
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5. (Genesis 28:11-12) When Jacob went toward Haran he came to a place to spend the 
night. He layed down and went to sleep. What was the dream about the ladder?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. (Genesis 28:13) When God appeared in this dream what did He promise to give to 
Jacob? ___________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. (Genesis 28:17) A  er Jacob woke from his sleep and dream he was afraid and said, 
“How awesome is this place. This is none other than the house of God,” 
What did Jacob refer to it as?
_________________________________________________________________________

8. (Genesis 28:18) A  er Jacob awoke the next morning what did he do with the rock he 
used for a pillar?
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. (Genesis 28:19) What did Jacob call/name the place that he had spent the night?
   ________________________________________
   What was the original name of that city? _______________________________

10. (Genesis 28:20-21) Jacob make a vow to God, asking for four things so that he would 
return safely to his father’s house. What were the four things?
   1. ____________________________________________
   2. ____________________________________________
   3. ____________________________________________
   4. ____________________________________________

10. (Genesis 28:22) What was the stone that was set up as a pillar that Jacob poured oil 
on meant to be?
  _________________________________________________________

   He dreamed of a stairway that reached from the earth up to heaven. 
   And he saw the angels of God going up and down the stairway.

  The ground you are lying on belongs to you. 
                I am giving it to you and your descendants.

      the very gateway to heaven!”

   he set it upright as a memorial pillar. Then he poured olive oil over it.

              Bethel
                    Luz

                indeed be with me
                protect me on this journey
               provide me with food
               clothing

                                  place for worshiping God
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The meaning of Genesis 28:22
Jacob concludes his vow before the Lord. In the previous verses, he has declared that if God 
does all He has said He would do for Jacob, then Jacob would make the Lord his God (Genesis 
28:20–21). In addi  on, he now says that the stone he has set up for a commemora  ve pillar 
will become God’s house. This stone was the very same one on which Jacob rested his head 
while sleeping in the wilderness (Genesis 28:16–18). In other words, Jacob would return to 
this place to worship the Lord.

In a previous verse, Jacob renamed the place “Bethel,” meaning “house of God.” Bethel would 
con  nue to be a signi  cant mee  ng place with God for Israel far into the future.

Jacob completes his vow with a promise to give to God a tenth of all God gives to him. 
Previously, Jacob’s grandfather Abraham gave to God’s priest Melchizedek such a  the 
(Genesis 14:20). Jacob volunteers to worship the Lord in this  nancial way as well. Giving to 
God speci  c  thes and o  erings was one of the ways Israel would later demonstrate their 
obedience to and dependence on the Lord.
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What Bible Version/Transla  on did you use for this Lesson?

ESV ,    KJV ,    NIV ,    NKJV ,     NLT ,     Other: __________________

This way we know what Version/Transla  on to use when reviewing.

Use the space below for any Prayer request, ques  ons, or comments: 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

RETURN COMPLETED LESSON TO:

toServe Ministry
PO Box 2945

Weatherford, TX 76086
Date Mailed Back: ______ /______ /______

Your Name: _____________________________ ID #: ____________________
Facility: _________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________
City: _______________________ State: ________ Zip Code: ______________

toServe Bible Study would like to thank
BibleRef  -  Got Ques  on  -  Enduring Word  -  Answer In Genesis

For Scripture Commentary and Input


